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‘DIRTY BUSINESS’

By Dr fghal Ali

Thie ve wed conposition uf sobud waste'

arachi, the largest me-

tropolis 1o Pakistan, is

facing many problems

regarding solid waste
removal and its disposal, result-
inginwidespread pollution and
contaminaion of the environ-
ment. This 15 largely due Lo
poor management and lack of
will to organize and make the
best use ofthe limited resources
available to the concerned agen-
cies. The type of solid wasle
generared in the oty includes
domestic refuse. commercial
and institutional waste, streel
sweepings, construction mate-
rial, industrial wasle and hospi-
al waste.

Karachi has a population
of aver 10 million growing au
the rate of 6 per cent and is
ranked asthe world's 22nd larg-
est metropolisinterms of popu-
Jation. About40 per cent of the
population lives in 432 “katchi
ahadis’, the unplanned squat-
ter settlements which lack basic
infrasuructural facilities, includ-
ing those of solid waste removal
and disposal. Karachi generates
5,000 - 5,500 tons of garbage
per day, out of which 8¢ per
cent comes under the manage-
ment of the KMC (Karachi
Mecrapalilan Corporation),
while 20 per centis managed by
Cantonment Boards, KPT
(Karachi Port Trustg), KDA
(Karachi Development Author-
ity), DHA (Defence Housing
Authortty) etc. KMC spends
about Rs. 390 million per year
on waste disposaland can meet
only 40 per cent of its waste
removal and disposal target.
There is a shorifall of Rs. 200
million which is met by procur-
ing interest bearing loans from
international lending agencies,
adding Lo the budgelary bur-
den. Therefore, the only fore-

KM C spends about
Rs 390 million per
year on waste dis-
posal and can meet
only 40 per cent of
its waste removal
and disposal target.

seeable way oulof thissitualion
is to promote waste recycling
and re-use,

The approximale compo-
sition of recyclable materials in
garbage generated depends on
the socio-econamic conditions,
and therefore varies from area
to area. However, on an aver-
age, recyclable solids amount
to 89 per cent of the total waste
out of which abou 54 5 per
cent is vegerable mauer and
34.5 per cent non- vegetable
matter.

Solid waste management
with the clement of recycling
can convert our financial bur-
den into a lucrative, commer-
cially viable business At
prescnt, the non-formal secior
is doing this job in Karachi
Scavengers, who are often scen
in and around the city's many
garbage dumps, collect recycla-
ble material and earn on an
average of Rs. 1010 Rs. 70 per
day. This material s sent to the
recycling industry for metals,
plastic, glass, paper, bones ew.
The labour force employed in
this industry makes about Rs.
2,000 - Rs. 3,000 per mounth.

Before the subject of recy-
cling is discussed Further, let us
take a look at the prevailing
scenario of solid waste collec-

tien, transporl and disposal in
ICarachi, As menboned above,
e KMC 15 1esmcted due 1o
paucity of funds and lifis only
40 per cent of the garbage in
the areas under its conlrol. To
this is added a lack of civic
sENse, POOT mainlenance, inap-
propriate designingandirregu-
lar callection - as a resull, one
can find garbage lying every-
where. Under the KMC, there
are 1,200 dusthins built of con-
cretc masonry or galvanized
won sheets and about 1.360
open dumping sites (created by
1he local residents Y withoutany
strucrute

The major problem with
the dustbins ar dumping sitcs
is that uscrs throw Lhelr refusc
oulside the bins resuling in
unsightly garbage lying every-
where.

The second major diffi-
culty is that on Lhe layout plan
of the city, provision of space
for dustbins has been ignored
with the result that now ic is
impossible Lo find a place lo
build a dump

The presentlevel of waste
managt‘men[ SEIVICES iS gTOSS]}'
inadequate. About 6,000 ons
per day ol garbage has 10 be
collected from domesidc and
commercial sources, However,
the resources available for the
collection and disposal of this
garbage available to the KMC
and other agencies have a ca-
pacily of only 2,280 tons per
day,

The process af recycling
thatis going on guictly through
the informal sector is a great
blessing for the people of
Karachiingeneraland the KMC
in particular. They 1ake care of
abour 34 per ceni of the 1otal
garbage produced by Karachi
at no cosl to the KMC, while its
own handling capacity 15 40 per
cent of the to1al at an annual
cost of Rs. 388 million. In this
way, work is provided for about
250,000 scavengers and at least
50 per cent more find employ-
ment in mini and cottage level
recycling industries, thereby
conserving valuable resources
like forests, energy, fuel ete
The following recycling indus-
Lries are at work: i} bones i)
glass iii) plastics iv) merals v)
paper vi) textiles vii) rubber
(tyres and tubes) viii) waste oil
and waste greaseand finally, ix})
woods

Continued orn Page 2

again.

in the present.”

CITY MAYOR REMOVED FROM
OFFICE YET AGAIN

Arif Hasan, a leading urban planner, comments on the
recent removal of the Mayor of Karachi from office:

“Whenever alocal bady or political oftice is superscded,
" ':tillll.ll-'.l."l |.|'II:' W I'l" il '||I. ibLEths 1!! :I'|"-r¥.'|r!!l||lu||‘|".' 'H:“\-"'rn et
and alsn temoves the prticipation aspect of the people ot
Targe bn the affairs of the e this in el 0 damaging
proces:. Evon if o local body b inefficient or IncompseLent,
there is » poasibility that (L will peform ee impeoy fself aver
v with the help of the pesple and tedngh elections, Bul
VAL s pemoved, the whole process has o be siaeed all over

In Pakistan, the state of our local bodies is the same as
that of the assemblies- we have seen this in the past as well as

Arif Hasan is the Chairman of Urhan Resource Centre,
Acting Director Orangi Pilot Praject and a member of the
Steering Commitee, Aga Ehan Award for Architecture.

THE DIASPORA OF URBAN
MANAGEMENT IN KARACHI

By Kaiser Bengalz

n the past few decades,

Karachi’s population has

grown very rapidly. If cur-

rent trends conlinue, the
city will have to accommodate
12 to 15 millicn people by the
year 2000, thus making it one
of the len largest cilies in the
world.

This enormous expansion
of population has placcd very
heavy demands on urban serv-
ices and infrastructure. It has
necessitated major innovative
respansces in rerms of changes
in the insututional struclure of
municipal governmenl, in de-
velopment of mechanisms for
the mobilization of resources,
and in technology choices for
delivery of services. Such re-
sponses have not been forth-
coming. Political parues at the
national, provincial and locat
levels have miserably failed to
provide the vision or the lead-
ership required of them in this
respect-

Today the city stands al a
turning point. The lower-in-
come groups have remained
largely excluded from the proc-
ess of urban develop-
ment.'Katchi abadis’ (squatter
seitlements) now account for
almost 37 per cent of the popu-
lation and are growing al a rale
twice as Fast as the city. Dissatis-
faction wilh the quality of life
and with the level of economic
opportunities has reached boil-
Ing point.

The KDA is the
city’s  primary
builder ofinfrastruc-
ture; its principal
activity is the devel-
opment of residen-
tial plots on publicly
owned land in the
city’s periphery. It
also builds apart-
ments, roads, and
flood control works,
and constructs some
waler supply
projects, as execut-
ing agent for the
KWSB. In addition,
it undertahes city
master planning (the
preparation of ur-
ban and regional
plans for Karachi),
building controland
traffic engineering
functions.

e ——— .
Contimuted on Pege &
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‘DIRTY BUSINESS’ (couta from py-1)

The mest unforunare as
pect of this great conuibution
being made by the scavengers
is the derrimental effect it has
o their health, Ahout 100 pe
cenc suffer from skin diseases,
afurther 60 per cent from dis-
eases of the ungs and a very
large number from infections
of all kinds. [tis very necessary
Lhat these peopie be cducated
about the dangers they arc ex-
posing themselves to, The com-
mmnity as a whole should ap-
preciare the role of the person-
nel imvolved in the process of
recycling; hut for them we
wouldbe knee-deep in ow own
garbage

The only way to manage
the tnmanageable solid waste
of Karachiis ta ENncourageecy-
cling by the informal and pri-
vate sectors through education
and organizalion on scientific
lincs Lo increase theirelficiency,
The KMC should compliment
the work of the pickers so as 1o
makeacomplete package which
inchudes removal, Lransporta-
lion and disposal of recyclable
and non recyclable solid wasie
By doing so il would become
the first metropolitan corpora-
t1on in the country 1o make a
sizable contributionin resource
recovery and in saving cnergy,
providing emplovment far
many, and reducing the bur
den on our coo-sysiem.

Hospital Wasie
Managemend

A very imporant area of
waste managemenl which is
totally neglected is the manage-
ment of clinical waste. This
should notbeleft 10 the scaven-
gersbutshould be taken care of
byiheauthorities. Thisincludes
the waste generated by hospi-
tals, clinics, surgeries, general
practitioners and dental clin-
ics, and il can be very hazard-
ous. In the developed coun-

"
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Scavengers do not 2eakze the
dangens they are exponing
Sheniselves (o when sorting

through hospital waste

B T R A

o
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&

& have seen chil-
dren playing with
clinical wastes as if
they were toys.” The
Health Department
has never cared to
order the hospitals
tosegregate the clini-
cal waste from the
general waste and
adopt safe methods
Jor their disposal.

T e e W 5
tries, where AIDS has been rec-
ognized as a fatal disease, hos-
pital wastc is well taken care of
sinceits mishandling may cause
the spread of this deadly dis-
case. In Karachi il may not be
AIDS as yet. but there are still
scores of infectious diseases
whose germs are carricd by this
waste. Il consists of:

1 Soded swigical dressings.
swabs, and waste from treat
ment areas.

i) Matenils other than linen
from cases of infections dis
cases

i) Al heowan tisvues and tg-
sues from lghoratovies and
related siwubs and dressings

i) Discarded Fpringe, needles,
cariridges and broken glasses,

v} Laboratory and post mortem
room waestes

) Cerlain pharmaceutical and
chemical wastes

vii) Used disposable bed pan iin-
ers, writie comtainers, eonti-
nence pads and stowma dags
The above wastc excludes

the garbage ofageneral nature

like linen, kitchen waste, office
waste elc. which do nol createa
health hazard.

The probability of clinical
waste being responsible for dis-
east and ill health is quite high
owing to careless and unscien-
tific disposal practices in
Karachi and all over Pakistan
‘I'he clinical waste [rom Karachi
hospitils is dumped along with
other garbage and finds its way
inte the generul retuse sysiem.
Child scavengers are found
picking up disposable syringes,
bandages, botlles etc without
anvone realizing the infectious
nature of the recyclable mare-
tial. The Health Department
has never cared lo order the
hospitals to segregate the clini-
cal wasce from the genclal waste
and adopt safe methads for
their disposal.

Unfortunnle]y, ne studies
have been done for Kuarachi in
this conneclion. In 1980, in
England, private and staie hos-
pitals generated 153,000 tons
of hospital waste ourt of which
33.000 tons was of a hazardous
nature. There are special laws
in the West regarding collec-
tion and disposal of clinical

waste and Gulere o comply with
themanduphold these laws s a
punishable crime It is there-
fore cssennal thac hospitals cuc.
shauld take care to segrogar:
the clinical waste by seeng up
separate dumpsiorie Similarly,
the civic authorities should
make separite an angemenm
for the tansporration and <is-
prosal of the clinical waste,

There ave two ways (o dis-
pose of the clinical waste:

i}incineration, andii} sani-
tary landfills. Incineration, as
practised in some hospuals,
which is simple open air burn-
ing is disasirous in itself and
likely 10 create hazardous air
pollution in the adjoining ar-
eas. Incineration has ta be car-
ried out in proper and scicniif-
cally designed incinerators. This
is the only way tw dispose of at
least some of the clinical waste,
if not all. for fear of the rising
cost of Incineralion. The items
thar should be incinerated in-
clude human tissues, limbs, pla-
centae, infecled carcasses and
dialysis waste, small amounts of
solid medicines aund injeriables,

The remaining haospiral
waste including less toxic clini-
cal wasre can be disposed of the
cheaper way ie, sanitary
landfills. 1t 1s high lime that
necessary regulations for clini-
cal waste management were
framed. Al least scavengers,
‘kabaris’ and main dealers
should be stopped from stor-
ing these iiems in their Jjunk
yards tor purposes olrecyding.
I have scen children playing
with clinical wastes as if they
were 1oys. The scavengers do
not know the hazards they are
exposing themselves to and
must be ¢ducaled about them

(Dr. Igbal Al 15 o regular
contributor ta the SHEFIRT neis-
tetter. Heas Direcior of the Institute
of Enuironmental Engg. & Re-
search, NED University )

[

Dioxins in th

ioxins are a family of

more than 100 differ-

ent chlorinated hydro-

carbon compounds
formed as unwanted by-prod-
ucts in chemical reactjions in-
volving chlarine and hydrocar-
bons. One of the most toxic
dioxins is TCDD which causes
liver cancer, birth defects and
death at very low concentra-
uons; the approximate lethal
dose of TCDD for humansis 1 /
500th of a drop.

Dioxins are unwanted by-
productsin the manufacture of
chlorinated compounds such
as certain wood preservaltives
and herhicides. TCDD and sev-
eral other dioxins are always
formed in trace amounis when
chlorinated organic com-
pounds are burned in munici-
pal and hazardous waste sites
and other combustion proc
€8s¢s.

By Dr. M. Rehan Tayah,

e Enviro

e =

Instatule of Envivonmental Engr. & Research, NED University, Karach.

Scientists generally con-
sider taintec] foods such as fish,
mother’s milk, milk from cows
eating grass from contaminated
sail, and crops grown in the
ground as the main source of
exposure to dioxins {or the gen-
eral population. Another
source is bleached paper and
paper products, The limited

informadian available suggesls
that high and unacceptable lev-
«ls of dioxins may be bleached
into goods and beverages from
chlorinebleached paper used
in milk cartons, paper lowels,
paper plates, sanitary napkins,
disposable baby diapers and
other paper products. Contami-
nation from each source may

be ata safe level but cumutative
exposure from mulriple sources
can exceed safe levels

To reduce these hazards
to safeguard public health and
te improve the environmental
quality in general, 1he con-
cerned authorities should take
serious action which includes:

Banoning the use of chio-
rine for bleaching woeod pulp
and substiluting oxygen for the
bleaching process.

Increasing recycling of
paper.

Increasing  use of
unbleached (slightly brown)
food conlainers, paper plates,
lissue papers etc.

Educating people to un-
derstand (hat demandingwhite
paper products is unnecessary
and potentially hazardous Lo
their heaith and the environ-
ment.

T R ST

nment

Banning incineration of
chlorinated plastic and chlorin-
ated wastes.

“We must stop mortgag-
ing the future to the present,
we must stop destroying the air
we breathe, the water we drink,
the food we eat, the forests thar
inspire..we need 10 prevent
pollution at the source, not ry
to clean it up later. It's time to
remember that conservation is
the cheapest, We need 1o trans-
form our socicty into one in
which people live in true har-
mony - harmony among na-
tions, and harmony with na-
ture. We will either reduce, re-
use, recycle and restore - or we
will perish.”- Rev. Jesse Jackson.

"Frdump'h'r.llrrlr.lmmuﬂ
fie’ inlpvivens, mol pun ssrui

ppr - 0 Cleargy Schndler,
Phipmetnr for Setence of Wilddife
Clormrerodditre Duternalicin!
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Workshop on Building

Energy Management

pEy SHDE

L6 ENERGY MANAGEMENT

- S0 JULY, 1RDT

FAER(ON-DANO0D. (OLLEGE -

Navewd Husaan, Chamman Shekry, Addressing the participands

SMEHRAI
? e

Fe-a- B

of the Workshop on Building Lrergy Management.

n 28-30 July, 1992,
Dawoad College, Aga
Khan Programme,
SHEHRI and ENERCON {Na-
tional Energy Conscrvation
Centre) arranged a Workshop
for graduates of architecture
and relativc engineering disci-
plines. The main object of this
wotkshop was to create aware-
nessaboul energy conscivalion
for whichparlicipanisweie cho-
sen {from various universities

and organizations

In the opening ceremany,
the Dean, Faculty of Architec-
ture, thanked all the organizers
of the workshop and the Vice
Principal also welcomed such a
healthy activity in the college
pPremiscs,

During the coursc of the
workshop, lectures were deliv-

cred by various experts, slides

were shown and u case study

was heldin the State Life Build-

ing on the fallowing topics:

®  Heating ventilation and air
conditioning

® lighting
® Biilding Envelope

The theme was thar of
adopting measures lo make a
building comfortabile inside by
controlling temperalure with

the minimum use of energy,
and what advantages can be
takerr from the natural envi-
ronmenl.

In the closing ceremony,
all the speakers agreed that the
workshop had been a useful
and successful one and they
hoped Lhat more such evenis
will take place in the funure.

©
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SHEHRI Participates
in Radio Talk Shows

ast fnomch, SHEHRD par-
ticipared ina ®adio alk
show lield a1 Radio Paki.
Ay The subfoct of the digeas
sion wistralfic congestion, the
prodlution b eases-and other
rovironmentad hazvds: Thiree
miembers Gl SHEHR] wosk part
e shaow, Thiey e
1} Haaam Akking
2)  Xaran Ahmad
A Bved Ashifg Madhadi
Mr. Akhiar, as oovieon:
mensl engineer, was the fim
o speak and explained the
problems cuised by taftic pa
deularly b che felils of air dsd
aoese poliution, Bimn Almad,

o,

= Ml were w gt ol n rese el it g G
IT e bl GF & ayenfnure e i, of &
Flnig, alnileslyon the wingd, :
Movieicwitlioue ofing g this hitore. -
o Whal i
iy, T wonde,
S Whereslishld Fpas - 0o
WAL e v Lo
C L Bty gt T Knbweowell
- Thespotal drid e Teat, Theiv Tale,
T ehiand shirived dned Withi-x avay, - :
: e dad thisseed, o0 o
-~ Motadd i RE depthaeT apoal =
- Ovbe e bankyofasieam, =
——Tohe rarrred i rised,
o= Beahe oy suniand in,
o _-.-'_‘ifu_bﬁ.pﬂl!#ﬂﬁf‘qh'::fcqm,-i.-
Andchopped diwn ub gl sem,
o shiee the same fate, -

i student of the Baponal Col-
lege of Ared_ gave o briel it
Hucticon of SHEHRT fulliwerd
by her views on ihe effecs of
pofluticn oan our heslih, chil-
dien, natural envitonment s,
she expluned how Faualty fuene
imgand bnpraper fuel conmbiue
finm resultod in potssnong P
being relepsed ntg the alimos-
phere which affect the ozane
taver, M. Mushodi elshoeared
e ffects of mrene depletion
and the “Greenhouse’ elfect
which in lwrn cagse ghulial
warmimg, meling of polar jce
s and Dooding of wving
roasgal e,

= S A ST I

Notice serve

L s

it - e lafe W'

d to

Quetta Municipal Corporation

H® HEHRT, along with sev
E{L&Ieml other respectable and

* concemed citicensand as-
saciations of individuals, served
a notice Lo the Quelia Munici-
pal Carporanon {(QMC) on
August 6, 1992,

The reason for this is that
it appears that the QMC in-
tends 1o consiructgarages along
the area known as Hahib
Nallah® and has already begun
consttuction in a clandestine
manner and without inviting
any public objeclions,

The Quetta Building Code
hasmade provisions restricling
huilding height (only 2 storeys),
providing open arcas elc. siice

Quetta is an arca of extremely
high seismic aciivity. Howcever,
the QMC is in the forefron| of
ot only violuing the Building
Code but is also setting danger-
ous precedents; the multisio-
rey ‘Baldia Complex’ was con-
strucied in gross and ulter vio-
lation of the Building Code.
With the chance of another
earthquake occuring, one won-
ders who has given the QMC
therightto play with the lives of
the cilizens.

Today, Quectta City has no
good roads, hardly any parks,
no proper garbage collection,
samtationand sewage disposal,
inadequate pedestrian paths, no
tree plantations_and no care

provided to exisling trees; the
list is codless. In (he Quetta
Master Plan, it is mentioned at
various points that “Quetta
desperately lacks recreational
open spaces”, which “must be
protected and developed,/en-
hanced”

The above lines are expla-
nation enough as to why a legal
notice has been served to the
QMC which is not oaly depriv-
ing the citizens of their hasic
rights, bur is also carrying onl

i illegal constructions and in the
" long run, playing with the lives

of the citizens. Do they really

- need alocal body thar is doing
. so much for them?

Course on ‘Low Cost Mohalla-Based
Solid Waste Management’

[iver elaiy troindeey Sovrrse
iy Lnw Cast Mokl

A bezsed) Salid Wasee M

tgrmont (SWM ) was orgniee|
b the Murdeipal Training and
Rescarch Institute fom Sop,
1216 1982, 20 partic| panis o
chiding aanitary inapec s, of
fivern, engineers and Tepre:

- Corse on Low Cost Mohalle-Based Solid Waste Management.

sentatives of NGOs attended
the course sponsored hy
UNICEF. Khatib Ahmed, Radia
Khatib and Dr, Rehan Tayab
(all arc SHEHRI memhers)
along wiih several experts dis-
cussed various aspects of SWM
while Amir Masood repre-
sented SHEHRI as a partick
pan[.

A field wrip to the ZMC
Central Workshop, Karachi
Administrative Society and re-
cycling industries was also ar-
ranged.

The objectives were to dis-
cuss and identify: 1) problems
associated with storage, collec-
tion, disposal and transporta-
tion of waste in Low Income
Areas (LIA) 2) impottance of
planning a SWM programme
in L1A 3) train pardcipants
zbout SWM using new tech-
niques in an organized manner
4) possible hazardous waste and
its safe disposal 5) role of com-
munity participation, benefits
of recycling/reuse and source
separation 6) options like
composting for catcring 1o or-
ganic waste 7) revicw existing
legislation and discuss taxation
struclure,

Workshop on
Waste Recycling

workshop on “Promo-
tion of Wante Recyeling
ancd Beveee in Des cluping
Conintries” was held on Aug
24,1992 Khatib Ahmed, {mem-
ber, SHEHRI Managing Corn-
mittee), presented a report an
Wasre Management and Recy-
cling practices in Karachi with
options for managing urban
waste

The warkshop is part of a
scheme of implementing a Pi-
lot Project based on its conclu-
sions in five Asian cities:
Karachi, Manita, Kanpur, Bang-
kok and Djkarta.

The following conclusions
werercached: 13 Provide health
education etc. Lo scavengers 2)
Encourage community partici-
pation 3) Strengthen authori-
tes for better waste collection
4) Fromote Recycling; Resource
Recovery, Source Separation
and fund recyeling industries
separately 5) Stimulate public
awareness 6) Promote use of
environmentfriendly materials.

SHEHRI's sub-
Committess:

1y Cnastal Water Pollution
sub-commitiee headed
by Do .-l Rhan,
Architectural Meritage
sub-comumiier hedded
by Thinish Avar Zuly,
Logal sub-commitlee
heeided by Qs Faes [,
Publication sib-oommit-
tee headed by Huomiai
Ralumiin.

{For further informatinn
on hesi sibcgmmittess,
please contact the SHEHRT
oo},

2y
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Ongoing and

Fortheoming Activities:

1} Jheel Fark Projece

- One Park - Every New
Yeur' s @ propadal by
SHEHRI member Aklar
Cilland o ser up and
mak i a pick overy
¥r'  The firstes ug Street.

SHEHRI ACTIVITIES |

i in Binck 5 Schem 5;
Chifton, - Anyane inter-
extod in workingon these
projecas showld copeoct
i it the SHEHRT office,
- BHEHRI, along with the
ol Instioure, I o
Ranleing o dialogue be
tweern the Clermin Min:
later. for Enviromiment
s NGOs whien the
Melinister viades Karachiln
mid-Movember: The
Ioipic utider discussion
will be *The NGO Move-
ment- and Saatainabic
Development™, Repre
setitatives of aoveral
NGOwwill participite in
this dialomie.
Seminne on ‘Architec-
laeal Hegitage. of
Karachi schiduled for
Qe Nov 1902 14 he
held foanlly with a prize
distrifsution. téremany
far the winners of ihe
Thiirte- Mansjon tompe.
Hisun

4
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/1 COPE(Society tar Con-

to. servation and Prafec-
o tien of Environment)

U was formedin 1988 bya
number of Cn\rern]l’lLl'll'lllhl‘i
and professionals whose aim
was Lo p]‘C\'EIl[ cm’ironmcnl:ﬂ
degradation. SHEHRIspake 1o
Mr. Tanveer Anf (President.
SCOPE) and Ms. Shama M
Qureshi (Coordinator) both ol
whom seem committed and sin-
cerc aboul the work they are
doing.

The first project taken up
by $SCOPE was in the field of
drinking waler purification
SCOPE ook practical steps Lo-
wards purifying the water sup-
ply as contaminated water 15 2
widespread problem. A water
eatrent plant was designed
and four of them were seLup at
differentlocalions Thefirstone
was in Malir, providing clean
waler o 40,00G people.
SCOPE’s aim in this project
was to collaborale with othel
commuatly NGOs, councillors
etc. to successfully implement
this scheme. The next wo plants
were installed at Saleh Mohd.
village ncar Landhi and at
Chanessar Goth {bath urban
areas) with the help of local
NGOs The most recent instal-
lation was al Rehuri Myani Goth,
acoastal village, Tnspite ofa few
initial problems when demand
exceeded supply and when the
palitical situation deterioraled

=
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vecently due to the crackdown
an the MOM, SCOPE is conti-
dent that this project will ex-
pand further

[n the ficld of public inter-
est litigation, the Kithar Na
tional Park Highway contro-
versy was also Laken up by
SCOPF. TUCN did an Environ-
meantal Impact Assessment and
infarmed the Sindh govern-
ment about (he porential dan-
ger ta the Park due (o the con-
struction of the highway. Bul
the government had s own
jntercsts involved and the late
Chief Minister, Mr Jam Sadiq,
disregarded (he reguest, Alter
this, SCOPE filed a petiian
whichwas admitted by the High
Coutl in the first Learing and
construction of the highway
through the Nadonal Park has
been slepped

On Seplember 1, 1992,
SCOPE moved another peti-
tion, aleng with the Direclor,
WWF and a biolegy student of
Karachi University. This peu-
tion challenges the awarding of
fishing rights in Haleji Lake to
a private wndividual by the
Karachi Water and Seweiage
Board (KWS5B) through an auc-
e,

e

A wize of ¢ waier prification
plant installed by SCOPE.

SCOPE has also estab-
lished SEMRIC (Environmen-
tal Managemenl Research and
[nformation Centre) o provide
atechnicallink between SCOPE
and other qualified prolession-
als and environmentaliso
SEMRIC intends 10 promore
indigenous technologics which

R —— T

can be easily developed by local
know-how und to involve
echnologies which are environ-
ment-fricndly Bio-lechnology,
genetic enginceting and arid
sone development are just a
few ol the fields that SEMRIC
intends 1o exploie.

SEMRIC has undertaken
the challenge o play an effec-
tiverole towards the implemen-
Lation of the National Conser-
vation Strategy (NCS) with spe-
cial 1eference o 115 pollution
abatement and control. More
Llvan 70,000 small, medium and
large industrial units in Pak-
stan are generating hazardous
waste and pollution unmind-
fully. They need technical help
and professicnal assislance
solve their problems related
with waste generation, pollw
tien conlral and eavirenmen-
tal management. In this con-
nection SEMRIC has launched

jts initial environmental suivey
programme Lo assess the pollu-
tion problems and their magni-
wade and propose optimum re-
medial solutions for these prob-
lems

Both Mr. Tanveer Arifand
Ms. Qureshi agreed (tharaware-
ness about the environment and
other related arcas has in-
creased Lo a certain extent in
the country. They feel that
awaicness has o be created at

the grass roots level. A drastic
campaign 1s required to make
the common person awarc
about the relationship berween
environment, health, educa-
tion, hygiene etc. and this is
what SCOPE hopes to achieve.
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RC, another NGQ), fo-
cuses on salving urban
issnes with special at-
tention paid to the
problems of Karachi. Mr
Kenneth Fernandes, Coordina-
tor URG, says that the organiza-
tion feels that Karachi, like other
melropolitan cities in develop-
ing nations, faces enormous
pressures of growth and devel-
opment. These pressures are
pulling a strain on ils infra-
structure, civic and basic ameni-
ties. The resull is massive envi-
ronmental  degradation,
deleriorating nfrasiructure
and an absence of adequate
housingandsociat services. This
is augmented by inadequate,
inappropriale and outdaled
government policies and insti-
tutienal arrangements.

At presenl URC is work-
ing towards providing a solu-
tion to the Lyari Expressway
problem- this is a proposal to
build an elevated expressway
over the length of the Lyari
River, from Mawipur Road to
Sohrab Goth. The purpose of
Llhe Expressway is to provide a
rapid road hink for freight and
related wralfic o and rom up-
county, to the port and mar-
kets in the inner cily. However,
the Prqjtcx,ifimplcmcnlr:d,will
be disastrous for Karachi, says
Mr. Anf Hasan, the Chairman
of URC. It will create immense

A monthly forwom with farmer DG SKAA
(Sindh Katchi Abadi Authority), Mr. Tasneem Swddiqui

envirenmental problems for the
ciry in general and for Lyari in
particular. Apart from he fact
thal it will be a physical mon-
strosity, it will lead Lo massive
environmental degradation in
Karachi-something thisalready
overcrowded and highly pol-
luted city should nol be sub-
jected to.

“Onbothsides of the Lyari
River, there are large settle-
ments with densilies as high as
2,000 persans peracre and stud-
ies show that pollution levels
over here are well above bear-
able limits. Ironically, the sew-
erage filled Lyari River and Lhe

w

open space on either side of it
acts as a lang for the inner cily
The Expressway ignores Lhis
potential of the Lyari corridor
as a lung for the city and will
bring noise and air pollution Lo
pethaps the only area in the
innet city where it is absent.”

URC has proposed solu-
tions for the prablems that this
Project has created and it re-
mains to be seen whether they
will be accepted.

Besides the Lyari Express-
way Pioject, URC also focuses
attention on the plight of peo-
ple living in “katchi abadis' in
Lhe city. Goverament responsc

in this area has been very siow
as the influx of people (o these
abadis is very high Katchi
Abadis are considered an eye-
sare by most people and they
also depress (he land value. As
a result, alarge number of peo-
ple were recently evicted from
Federal ‘B' Area and North
Karachi. They had all the pre-
requisites for thetr lease and
could have been regularized,
but their houscs were bull dozed
and they were evicted. Some
were given alternative plots in
the periphery of the city where
no basic facilities were avail-
able. URC, along withanumber
of other NGOs, supported ef-
forts 1o stop their eviction. URG

did astudy on this problem
and published it in a promi-
nent monthly national maga-
zine.

URC is also building dos-
siers on some of the basic prob-
lems of Karachi like Water,
Transport, Electricity etc. They
muintain newspaper clippings
on avariely of Lopics and every
month a selection of pertinent
news itcms are sent [ a number
of NGOsand government agen-
cies. URC organizes regular
forums on issues that affect
people’s lives, particularly those
living in katchi abadis. The ba-
sic purpose of lhese lorums,
attended by government agen-
cics, NGOs and CBOs, is o

.-

highlight problems and initiate
dialogues so thal a more peo-
ple-oriented policy will emerge.
Recently, URC has completed
a bibliography of studies done
on Karachi and a second vol-
ume is now being compiled
The Cenire has been invited to
conduct lraining programmes
for development workers [rom
both NGOs as well as govern-
ment agencies. They also do
studies on urban issues and last
year they conducted a study on
Solid Waste Management for
ESCSAP.

Both Mr. Tanveer Aril
(SCOPE) and Mr, Kenneth
Fernandes (URC) feelthal there

" is nolL enough communication

hetween NGOs and other so-
cial welfare organizations. Most
organizations over here work
inisolation which hampers their
progress; if there was belter
communication and coordina-
lion between therm, they could
combine their resources and
achieve a lot

SCOPE: 511, Al-Amin
Tower {NIPA Chowrangi), Uni-
versity Road, Gulshan-e-lgbal,
Karachi 75300, Phone:
4965042-47632]

URC: D-30, Paradise Fal-
ace Apartments, 255 Sarwar
Shaheed Road, Karachi 74200
Phone: 5682120
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hereis notashadow ofa

doult that swords can

be converted 1o plougl-

sharesand riflestorakes
without blunling the cutling
eipe of the wword. - Major Genr
eral Eipgaee D' Souza,

“Winlent conflicts often
i feom environimental ¢
ditions under which poople are
rondemmed o live, more 44 a
resudt of D WERong thab
st es, This calls far i redei-
pition af pationaksecurie” The
apeaker s Major Generil
Ewiace ['Sous of Indin, moe
retived after 30 yran military
worrvice and o conpulmant for he
Londosbased Centre for I
i rnstinnil Peacekeeping (Gen-
erils for Peacel. Hi reporian
using the miliary in entiron:
miertal pretection hrew hghn
an wome of the e parines
ships thit purks mannie will
newdd (i cubtivie o promse
OnErLErTn COns ervation af pre-
Liseteel arcas.

Some 24 cpunrien have
ped thett milkary for conser
watiae: but only o minerity use
soldiers lor enviconmental re:
habilitation and regeneration

“This minory surpnsingly 15
from the developing warld™,
General D’Souza ohserved.
“There 1 a case for the affluent
First World o take up refor-
estation programmes, for exam-
(e, i CERITRE e sl by
the Marth Alaniic Treaty
Chpanbition (MATO) o G-
mwiany-"

{rdip und Yenegueld ware
prr e COUnITIES ST
imig @ resolitnn bsetore: the
ik General Assembly m elir-
baer 1994 ealting on the Secirity
Ciowct] o institile i siudy Lt
wsimy the pesomyecs available Lo
fhe military b support civillan
cffprls tn protect the enyiron-
mhenl.

Conpgressional lraders Ly
the U nited States are alac work:
ing Lo push thromgh legislatiom
g ustng mikliary equipeent
far envirommenial work
Bathryn Chuneron Porier, [h-
recior of Polley and Loverns
mental Affairs for Conseric
giesn Lirternathional fsmasied o
gane of the $pensors, Ferpubli:
cn Comgressinan Jokn Porter
frome Miineals. “We are tiinking
of material such as tents, vehi-
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« Violent conflicls

often stem from en-
vironmental condi-
tions under which
penp!e are coi-
demned to live, mare
as a result of human
actions than Na-
ture’s. This calls for
a redefinition of na-
tional security.”

clex, even boots for parks poo-
ple an Tml.ml." sl gadil during
B AnEErview

Chther comnirlen with acs
five programomes involang the
prilitary el Bubguia, where
soldiers are used 1o plant foe-
pses, Crshin ealled ks army Lo
plant vl one mitlilon teen
fetween 1B THI, |osdan bis
fermed speciel conscript umits
1 assial the army in conservar
i pEOgTAIES, Tanwnia’s

g =

MILITARY

military carries out anti-poach-
ing aperations, The United
Kingdom organized its service
personnel 1o plant over one
million Lrees in 1981, Venezue-
Ia’s naval forces monitor polhi-
lion in marine waters. The
atrhiciies lmve lae seb wp 2
selenufic base inamilisry area,
and the Matinnal Guurd hes
carriee out game waren aitivi-
fhes For severn] dietndes. Viet
nam lantched pla rg‘:ﬁﬂu ree
plating eampaign Iy the sy
in clefolisted arent

SThe mitliary can e des
ployed prafirliy fixt protec-
tion, Tegeneration, aciennfic
researeh, monitring under s
per degraclaion, mepsnting &
dintion levels and AT g
defence lands™, Gen, [FSoue,
w Farmet TUCH Reglonal Comn-
cillar fur Eaat Asia oo ex- See
retary, General of WWE-Tndia,
(ol the Corgress. “The Ty
o monktor potluton, ety
ing ol marine respuIces |
managemeil of shope-based
prsgtalintbomy. Thie air force ksin
it poslticn Lo repart on the st
w5 of innccessihle preas, Torest
[ires, sightimy ot endangered
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specics and managementof the
large number of restricted ar-
eas like airfields and bases. Serv-
ice personnel can be profitably
employedas wildlile wardens.”

Thousands of service per-
sonnel retire cach year, many
sl yow g and without the pros-
pects al other empluyenitil
Tnictka, with nearty 30,000 per-
sannel going back nlo civilinm
life each year, in perhaps the
citily oty o Lap {hia resource
fur ecologicnl work, Gen.
1 Seuz tobd e Congresa. The
counnry has three Koo Ferritee
plab Army bavaliond, each-come
juanded by o regular colonel
aneh regular army prrsanmnel,
bt Ginassced By the Miristey of
Environinent, “The men are
musll‘_f1!:;iv.'.n"|r.1.'mrnm|:r|11tﬁj
frim the apen, therelnt enour-
ingavestedinterestin theirera
duties,” Ger Do reported,
“These pilol unit luive iane
cotmmendable work in foresti-
tion, reforestation, sl clnae-
varion and other productive
anks,”

{vtécie reprnduced cocriosy
JUCA Bulletin, Vol 230 Na. 2,
June e

One-sided aid

e recent 23 milllon

grant 1 ihe Aga Khin

Foumdarion (ARFbythe

Canadinn government
Mraugh CITA L gk to fur-
(e wirden e g berween the
outpue of small wnd mibd-sized
NGOy ani (he AKE, Orly tis)
yet, vhe K eotunirbes g iy
millions of dillas o the ARF
anicl ARRSE (Ags Khan Rural
Suppor 1‘u3_g1—.umnc]. This 14
irmpite of the fact it mosd of
thes drnall pnd mid-akeed NGOS
ar hetng ium A valustary thime
with: hee-string hurdgets, This
AUpRUEnL 18 mupported in an
[UIEN roport which says “lre-
mcc::I;uﬂcnn:imid-ln':l.N('-ﬂs
there 13 a witle gap in size ool
hl.u.lgl_'(:lbviqmly,ih:umnnrl
level of NGO activity is 102
Inrge extent lmited by lis
it The ILCH Reportgned
on o any (hat the budgews of
pwo doten or 3o NGO0s i less
thaan $100,000 (inchading thiat
of SHEHRI) Tn actual fact, the
budgets of “medium: fimed
NGO s less:

SHEHRI wastes i Iot of
lime serounging around for
fumnla for its-activities with the
result mwiy of the projec hive
1o he scrapped due 1o Eualy
of tunds, An auch, there §s 2
Jnit tor the volunuary e it
prerbers can pul in. This on
result in ‘huen put' and alfle
WO activity.

Another algumentagainst
buitding up extromely Targe
W00 s that it brings about an
|fi-huiln bureascracy with ineve
pable sell. biterests aml waste

Agreed that the ARY tndd the
ARESE have done good work
but there s oo denying il
[heee exisr within these orgiai-
saibmne largerenicrackes. The
A Ehan Hosplud s a caie in
point where the project estl-
mriate went up frean S8 million
to over @ 200 miliion mark
dus rothe cumhersome bureat-
erathe apparatun ivolved with
the Hospital project (hat Lok
awy close i 5 per onl of the
project cost i the formyofsery
iees EL overhead
conte Turning U Community
divelopmient oTganization iwio
a "Ruils Royee miel NEGOT 1
ot the gt sensible way of
ding things

Dhomor comniries andlages-
cies must bear in mind that
respomsive phinning and ook
mumity participaticn involyes i

herel ontpeach aimd this fune- |

tigm g only he geeried oul Ly
wlarges nuambsenaf partcipanta.

[t Ls A sy waty QU to hzumel L

grants toa {ew sgencied Girads-
oy mevemenid wl parte-
Tachy communicy work cin anly
take place from 3 bolomeup
approact miher than a tope
o o,

Thie "Bk Tis suw ajd and
granits Lo third world govern:
ments when there were few
MG in exiatence, There wis
assive cormuption with the
maney ending vp in the pocks
els of pollticians, armed per
somused and bureaverats, Danors
justiied 1hese hand-outs 25 A
“fifter-down” approach
whereby iU was presumed that

®

By Navaid Husain

T

.SHEHR I, likeother
NGO's wastes a lot
of time scrounging
around for funds for
its nctivities with the
result many of the
projects have to be
scrapped due to pau-
city of funds. Assuch,
there is a limil to the
voluntary time its
members can put in.
This can result in
Burn out’ and stif le
NGO activily.

ooy ke through wisteand
rotruption would find it wiy
dovwn Lo those whe needed it
Firgtly, we should pealize
that development funds given
pat by donors are ol Lo bz
1!‘.?|1|.T{|r.'l:|.usdi.l.l:m'[iun:lrf'hnnrl-
puts, Thiese grants e mosnl b
rcrht'}'Elr.-tml':mhnbnc:umu]r.-
i Fromn undaiy pricing af raw
materiabs From third world
corintries such as Fakivan. Sec
andly, these fondy are & resull
of the "Polhurer Pays Principle”
which calts upon the Morth 1o
pay im order i hielp improve
the glohal environment as they
are akor contributors Lo gio
hal warming, ceone layer de-
pletiin and indusirial pollutien

ke by their high level of pod
sirmertan, Thirdly, there mua
bl."I.'L'-I.'lslﬂ'_'.ilil!ill:l.htfhfll"l‘ll’hll::ﬂﬁ
anel MEFCs when i comes 19
disiribation. of grunis, otk
wise: it mokes a hash' of the
donar- NG relationship
knownas” errnEan develop-
et

Sralt and sid-sed M GOS
are alfn doiny very effective
work anid deserve all the aup
port they can el ez
tlons: such as the AKF and
AKRSP had very bttt
weer] money Lo estbilsh dieme
M:I-.-eswilhv-'];u-n:-.wmhr_rNGDa
had to suwt off withoug e
seurres andl it s been an up
hill zask all the way.

A i as grants nd devel
wpmenial lans t the Cavert-
ment b concertied, the fess said
the histter, g corrupnon atdl
incumpeience hive aszumned
alarmlng proporiens. e cnid
veanill o wadtnge and shoddy
developinental work which is
ponoriy designed dug (o2 fow

- a setback to development

level of professotadiim. Kick-
backs arare nght feoan the wop
e Ly lack of accauntabality
anrlTmhilrt'_-'|1'|n.-unaam|:!sg::-.-
ermmeil over the last fwenty
flve veara has failed 1o deliver.
Therefore donors seriously
wishimyg 10 he pAriRers m s
painahie developraent ahould
pave faith in the NGO move:
men| und develop o sense of
proportion in exp reasing their
!IIPFDFL

SHEHRL, on behalf of
ather NGO angd conceened
citizens appeals to all dopor
review their declaion in giving
gunts o the government ol
large WGO0s, These scarce b
aourees should be divided i
just and gtuitable maunes
though proper conaultations
Faillure o tho 3o will prolosg
\hieoldand often wasteful mnd-
sl st development which fieideil
vo change the lives of thie vast
ooty and added 1o thie third
world'n debi.
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The problems facing
Karachi are nat unique bul if
Lhe government is to meel the
increasing demands of urban
expansion, itmust seriously con-
sider decentralizing more re-
sponsibilities for financing and
managing urban services 1o lo-
cal governmenls,

Localgovernmentofficials
can often plan invesiments in
services in 2 more responsible
manner because they have
greater knowledge af local can-
ditions and neceds: they can
more efficicnily maintain serv-
ices and infrasiructure becausc
they can monitor disruptions,
breakdawns or deterioration:
they can provide closer super-
vision of service dclivery; and
they can more casily create (he
enabling conditions necessary
forprivate and non-governmen-
tal organizations (NGOs) to par-
ticipaie in service provision.

Butlocalgovermments are
often weak administration units
and have inadequate financial
resources to fulfill their poten-
dal. In the Karachi mewopoli-
lan area, most local govern-
ments lack the skilled person-
nel 1o plan and manage service
delivery efficiently or Lo expand
lhe [ocal revenue base, Munici-
palities are plagued with ineffi-
cient organizational structures
and operating procedures, 2nd
lack clear legal authority to deal
effeciively with manylocal prob-
fems

Financial responsibilily is
at the core of the concept of
decentralization. Without the
ransfer of adequate financial
resources or authority to raise
financial resources, administra-
tve decentralization is mean-
ingless.

Under the federal system
of government in Pakistan, the
respensibility for urban devel-
opment policy is spht between
the federal and provincial gov-
ernments, while implementa-
tion is almost exclusively the
responsibility of the provincial
governments and the focal gov-
ernment agencies constituted
under them.

A number of urban serv-
ices in Karachi are provided by
federal agencies, primarily con-
sisting of semi-autonomous or-

THE DIASPORA OF URBAN MANAGEMENT IN KARACHI (Contd from Pg-1)

ganizations, eg, electricity sup-
ply o the city is made by the
Karachi Elertric Supply Corpo-
ration (KESC) which has been
merged with the National Wa-
ter and Fower Development
Authority (WAPDA], with its
head office in Lahore; Karachi
PortTrustisunder the adminis-
rative conli ¢l of the Direcse-
rite General of Poris and Ship-
pingin the Ministry of Commu-
nications in Islamabad; and the
Karachi Gas Company which
was responsible for gas distri-
bution in Karachi was merged
with the Indus Gas Company
which caters for the whole prov-
ince of Sindh

Three departments of the
provincial government play a
major role in wban develop-
ment. They are the Planuing
and Development Deparument
(PPD), the Department of Town

Planning and Housing, Local
Government and Rural Devel-
opment, and Karachi's govern-
ment- owned bus company-
Karachi Transport Corporation
(KTC)

Karachi Metropolitan Cor-
poralion (KMC) and canion-

menl boards (in the casc of

milicary settlements) arc the
basic units of urthan adminis-
uation. The KMCis the elecired
local government of the city,
governed by a mayor and
clected councillors, Tt is mainiy
concerned with urban mainte
nance functions However, over
time the municipal government
has built up significant devel-
opment capability Its major
responsibilities consist of pub-
lic health, communications, fire
pratection, recreation, kalchi
abadis upgrading, primary ecu-

Fhotogreph Cowurtesy "The A rehacelogy Quarterly”

caton and curadve health. A
sccond ticr eliocal government
has been crcated consisting of
the zonal municipzl commit-
tees (ZMCs)

The Karachi Warer and
Sewerage Board (KWSB), asub-
sidiary of the KMC, was for med
in 1983 through a meiger of
EMC™s water distribulion and
sewetage funaionsand thebulk
waler production operations of
the Karachi Development Au-
thorily (KDA) The KWSB now
performs these funclions
throughow the mewopoliian
alea

The KDA is the city’s pri-
mary builder of infrastructure;
its principal activity is the devel-
opment of residenrial plets on
pubhcly vwned landin the cit's
penphery. It also builds apart-
ments, roads, and flood con-
wralworks, and constructs some

waler supply projects, as ex-
ecuting agent for the KWSB_In
addition, it wadeirakes iy
master planning (the prepara-
tior: ofurban and regional plans
for Karachi), building contrel
and traffic engineering func
tions,

The counterpart of these
local authoriiies in the camon-
mentareas is the Direclarate of
Mititary Lands and Canwon-
ments

The provision of munici-
pal services in Karachi is the
responsibility ofagenciesai the
federal, provincial and local ley-
els. As such, there anses the
problem of coordination
among these agencies eg. The
Karachi Port Trust (KPT)
is a  federal  authority

which operates independently
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of municipal agencies in the
cily. As a result, expansion of
[portcapacity is not matched by
corresponding improvementin
Live capacity of the city's roads
and ntherinfrastacture to han-
dlethrincremsed Gov ol gogds
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I prablens urslee o
s lack of organczation
artreiniomn oo manifoll. Foi
expmple, the KIMW plans aogl
develips new housing colanies
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EWHE whether che BCCCEsaTy

wiler skl sewerage connec-
litssis can b made wvailable.
Lhe KM surlaces g raatlwhich
15 dug wpowiihin diva by the
telephone, elediriciy or goa
departments for repairs or o
reafignment job.

The comtonmment bearda
essentnlly npem s depend-
eiit eutities Moy of them are
located in the relatbwely ceniral
pocts of the cly. The fack of
cociirstion with the K5 md
KEWSHR creates prebilems by de
lsarry o services. The prebdim
I particubaryaeeore in he cor
text ol regulioston and m-
provement of katchii aludis.

Th perbaciple of devesil
iwed mmunicipal management
b, Tor the finsl tme, leen
introduced ta Fakisin with che
Foaveraticon of Towe $MCs (e
the umbrella of the metropoli-
Lan corporaton of Karnchi The
bncduries ol the £30 corre
sped with dhicse of the adon
Istroive tistrcts in the ey, i,
theretore, appears that the pri-

mary malivation ol e decen-
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tralization process is political
control and management of
law and order siruation rather
than efficient delivery of mu-
nicipal services

The objective of efficient
delivery of municipal services
1s, however, not likely to be
scrved for two reasons. Fustly,
the suggested integration of
ciry-wide fanclions hasnotbeen
affected. The KDA, Canwon-
ment Board, and the KTC con-
tinue e fanctiun independently
of the KMC. the KWSE and
cach other, Coordinhation he-
lween the KMG and KWSD s
enswred since the mayor heads
the KWSE as well

Sceondly, the ZMCs, on
average, cover a populalion ol
aver 2million, each spread over
atiren of TE2 kmta 2407 km
The EMCs are, thivelore, equal
Lresize o itermmecin ealzied
civy in Pakistan. The deconireali
slite process bins, therelpne,
remitned restractgd. The result
ke Dieen thar af losses due 1o
eiliancerd] administmive over
ligaack coats withiosiar (e resiile
I eains which would have ae.
crued fenem JEFEELPE T CoiEeriity
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Incal prefesesces m smaller
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THINK ABOUT THIS BEFORE YOU DRIVE!

Cars emit 20% of 1the
world’s fossil fuel carbon diox-
ide and 34% of (he nirrogen
oxide spewed oul each year,

T
Cars give ofl 201bs ol cur-
bon dioxide for every gallon of
gas consumed, Gel a smaller
car, share rides and use public
Lransport more,

Courtesy Asian Pals of the Planet,
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NE WS CLIPS

Supreme Court Seeks Reports

11 the big petroleum and
chemical mamfaclurers
including mulunational

ones were issucd notice by the
Supreme Court of Pakislan ta
supply complete infoumannn
within 1wo weeks about their
way of warking

The Supreme Court Sin-
gle Beneh, comprising Mr. Jus-
tice Saleem Akhuar, issued no-
lices o dozens of industries
including Nazuonal Refinery,
Pak-Arab Refinery, Pakisian
Siate Oil, Pakisian Buutmah
Shell, Caliex Pakistan Lid.,
Multi Chemicals, Agro Cherni-
cals, Allied Chermicals, [CI Pa-
kistan Ltd., Engro Pakistan Lid,,
Ciba Geigy Ltd , Hoechst Paki-
stan Lid and asked them to
supply full details abouz export
of chemicals, location of their
factories, nature of manufac
wring, chemicals used, meth-

on Pollution

ods nl disposal elc

The Supreme Court of
I'akisian had taken cognizance
of the matler relaling (o envi-
ronmental pollution caused by
Industrial Waste under Article
184(3) of the Consuwmition ol
Pakistan,

Inn this Case No. 14, the
Supreme Courthad considered
a study done by the NED Uni-
versity of Engg. & Technelogy
The study disclosed thar when
a sea walet sample was sent for
testing tn a laboralory in Lon-
dorn, it was recwrned with the
rematk that the same was not
sea waler but unireated scw-
age

The studyasserted that the
industrial wasle water produced
by indusiries in SITE was dis-
charged without any pre-lreal-
ment (though obligatary under

the law of the Factories Acl,
1934 intoa number of close by
water-courses and [inally dis-
charged inte the sca through
the Lyari River, It pointed oul
thal the tanmeries lacaled in
Korangi discharged their etflu-
cntin open ficlds creating cess-
pools of poisonous liguids. In
addition to severe marine pol-
lution, the study said, the water
in the cesspools and flowing
through the Malir and Lyari
rivers had percolated to the
groundwirerand contaminated
it, raising levels of trace metals
and fecal bacteria,

(By Zabe Azkar Flussain,
Excerpls courtesy "NEWS' Case
No. [4referred to above is Fluman
Rights Case No. 14-K of 1992
initialed afler the above case study
was publisked in several newspe-

pers.)
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Caltex Ozl (Pak) Ltd. takes
steps to prevent pollution

altex has 1aken an indus-
cu-y stewardship position

in Enviranmental, Healch
and Safery issues relared to its
business, by taking the follow-
INg Measures:

It is the only ol company
which installs all underground
product tanks in a secondary
containment syslem to elimi-
nale underground pallution

T T

due to any accidental product
leakage. All gasoline at major
rerminals i3 stored in specially
cngineered floating roof stor-
age tanks 1o eliminate rclease
af toxic/leaded benzene va-
pours into the atmosphere.
Caltex is Lthe only oil company
which has imported oil spill
conlainmenl equipmen[ con-
iro} accidental operatonal oil

spills in Karachi harbour wa-
ters. The Company also con-
ducis regular environmentai
audits of its major facilities by
experts from their corporate
headquarters in the USA and
aclively parlcipates in other
epvirenmenial protection ac-
tivities like seminars, work-
shops, projects ctc, organized
by NGOs and EPAs.

—

What is Sustainable Developmenﬁ

ustainability is the key to
the NCGS approach. It ac-
knowledges that species
and cco-systems can only be
preserved by being used, by
contribuling as fully 10 the cco-
nomic wcll being of people as
possible, particularly in devel-
aping counliies where poverty
is the greatest source of pollu-
ton.

Sustainable development,
according to the Brundiland
Report. is that “development
which meets the needs of the

present withoul compromising
the ability of fulure genera-
tions to meettheir own needs"”,
development that leaves an ¢n-
larged range of opportunitics
for the future

Economic development
that utilizes renewable re-
SOUrces as asource Of['BW maic-
rials or the environment as a
depasitory for waste products,
should ensure that consump-
tion of the resources is suslain-
able for the life of that develop-
ment, and al Lhe completion of

P

that development the resource
should be passed on undimin-
1shed, or enhanced. This re
quires mulli-secroral economic
decision makers from both the
public and privale sectors to
come together, to discuss the
impact of economic activities
on the environment with the
purpose of ensuring the sus-
tainable use of natural re-
SOUTCES

Courtesy: fournalist's Re-
source Centre

ATTENTION: RESIDENTS OF KARACHI

SHEHRI invites corre-
spondence with residents of Lhe
4 ZMCs regarding the work

being done by these Zonal
Municipal Committees in their
arcas or any urban/ civic issues

the residents wish to report that
require aclion o be taken by
the ZMCs

JOIN SHEHA! TO CREATE A BETTER ENVIRONMENT
It you wish 1o Join Shehr please drop this card at:

Shehrl, Citizens for a Better Environmant
F.0. Box No. 8053, P.E.C.H.5., Karachl-75400
Tek: 442578, 431769 Fax: 438226

Hame: Tel: (Res)
Address:
Oceupation: Tel (OH)

=

250 Water Samples
Found Contaminated

If the 250 water samples
which were collected by
the inspectors of the

KMC (rom different parls of
Lyari have been found comami-
nated and unfit for human con-
sumplion, according to Munici-
pat Committee (South).

The MC (South) had made
a request to the Health Depart-
menl of the KMC [or finding
oul lhe extent of contamina-
tion of drinking water being

supplied (o Lyari after last
month’s heavy rains in the aty

The EMC Health Deparr-
ment, after collecting 250 sam-
ples of water from various lo-
calities in Lyati, sent them for
Lesting at the KM laboratory

The report revealed that
all the samples were contami-
nated and thus unfit for human
CCInSLl]TI.PllOn

Covrtesy: "DAWN’
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japanese way of Disposing
of Garbage

any Japanese head to
work with more than a
hriefcase in the hand.

A growing number are raking
their houschold garbage with
them ta dump at railway sla-
lions ¢n route

Asrising lemperaturesand
infrequent rubbish collection
makehousehold refuscan odor-
ous problem, many Tokyo com-
muters prefer to take their trash

. —— 1 T

to the train stanion. Fish bones,
rea bags and vegeiable peel are
often dumped, said a rail com-
pany spokesman.

“If we calch offenders, we
tell them chis is not the place Lo
throw their garbage and ask
them to lake it lo a proper
place.” said an official at a sla-
tion on the Takya circle line
used by 120,000 commuers
daily. - Reuter

Saviours of the Planet

weden's Roland Tiensuu,
12, thinks that preserving
he earth is too imporant

to be left lo grownups. Three
yearsago, the boylearned from
his Leacher about Lthe relentless
destruction of the rain forests
of Latin America. Tiensuu was
worried that by the time he and
his classmales grew up, there
would be no rain forests left to
save. Under their teacher’s guid-
ance, Tiensuu and the rest of
his class organized a bake sale
in their small village o f Fagervik
unel raiaed eniugh money

huy four hectares of rain forest
in Costa Rica's spectacular
Monteverde Reserve Their
campaign gave birth to Barrens
Regnskog, or the Children’s
Rain Forest, a nonprofitorgani-
zation whose young supporters
in several thousand Swedish
schools have bought 7,000 hec-
tares of jungle with the $15
million they have raised so far.
School children 1 Germany,
Japan and the US have fol-
lowed suir.

Courtesy "Time’
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NGO COLUMN

Are you or your organization doing anything to improuve {or prevent

further degradation of) the envirorment? If so, please send us the

infarmation so that we can disseminate it.

Me: Mobl, Flumain
I-‘l.'|'|:|:||.|:|.|.|.

o Ms Sulekboe Al

3 MowcMahedd Taaneem

4 My Viger Ali

& ayed Sigj Munie

B - Mr, Hakiler Wahab

.o M Kigan Alumod

A M Epr Mohamenad
Faracha

8 M Asama Mivey Rizki

0. M Shiabid Mo Ansati

Bl M Ahsan A Siddiqui

{0 e Ll Al Maha
Crhanchi

18 Mes, 5 Dureabi

Vb Mel Mebud All Butt

15 Bde. Asiim Qrireshi

Crar néw messi ey for the monihs of [ily snil Auguar are:

16, Wis, Maded el Khan

2 My Faclian Anwar

18, M4, Talirm Nouman

18, P, Mulamod Behan
Tiyab

2. Ma. Lailn Lakhani

71, Mr. Akbae Gillan|

a9 Ma-Shasta Flideonsi

93, M. Rinz Siddicg

Dk Mr, Salmman Mahizoor
Hasain

a4, Mr. Amir Naxir
Chamdhary

25, 5-1.-.. Fareeha Munim
DT M A Misood
28 Mian Zafae Inhal
D dakl Hasin
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OUR HERITAGE

Courlesy “The Archaeology (arterly”

[ The firstever hank Sindh had was the Sindh Provindial Coaperalive Bank, having ils own
building, which has now been pulled down. Oppasite the Sindh Madrassah, a prowecied
monument. this roasterpicce in stone was rypical of the local stone sumclures afies lime, bt was
not spared. The building still standing intacl next to it is Kulsumbai Mansion which awaits the
same fale, having been sold (o a developer

2 Habib Bank is contributing 1o lcl parts of this stone slructure reraaia standing, much to the

Courtesy “The Archaeology (Juarterly”

frustrations of the landlord. This was originally a residential
guarter, later converted inlo commercial offices. Now if
Habib Bank defaults on the payment of the rent for three
months, the building comes down

‘A PASSAGE TO FEROZABAD’

notice the Tecent cut
made in the island of the main

riving down main Shahra-
e-Faisal one 1s bound to

i z
road opposite Ferozabad Thana
road. However, no one has ever
been seen using it — except the
Chief Minister who lives down
the street.

WHO NEEDS FLOWERS?

T he sight of the ubiqui-
tous black plastic bag
‘adorning’ our electric
poles, telephone wires and
streets is 2 common one. The
above picture shows some of
these bags ‘decorating’ a bush.
Why not use biodegradable
bags made from recycled paper

instead? A beginning could be
made by the government ban-
ning the manufacture of the
black plastic bag and extending
easy loans for sewing up cot-
tage industries for recycled pa-
per. Perhaps the EPA Sindh
could set an example for other
EPAs by taking this ==

" THE GULF WAY

erius violatons of the
building rules are being

25 committed by the build-
ers of Gulf Way Towers. a com-
mercial construction in Block
8, Clifion. The builders of Gulf
Way Towers, Hussein De-
velopers, are continuing with
this construction on an amer-
ity plot, which is a flagrant vio-
lation of the Karachi Building
Control Authority (KBCA)
plan. Several laws regarding
Compulsory Open Space
(GOS8}, number of floors, pro-

—— = "

vision for parkingetc havebeen
totally disregarded.

SHEHRI helped the resi-
dents of Black 8 Clifton file a
petition against the builders in
May 1992. According to one of
the residents of the area, stone
cutting and construction tak-
ing place too close to their
houses has damaged several
boundary walls. Other com-
plaints are: contamination of
the water supply due te over-
loading of the sewerage system
and acute shortages of hoth
water and electricity

CRISIS

Such blatant violations of
the law occur when private
profit gains priority over public
good, through bribery and cor-
ruption of public institutions.
However, the residents ofBlock
8, Clifton have not given up
their fight and are hopeful that
they will win their case. The
residens, with the assistance of
SHEHRI, are determined to
fight for their cvic rights and
are taking up a simtilar legal suit
against CLif Towers whichisin
the same area.

POPULATION FACTS

As of 1992, the
population of Pakistan
has grown to around
11.9 crore.

Bovad

About 45 per cent
or 5.4 crore of the
populatien does not
have access to health
services and the same
number do nct have
access Lo safe drinking
water.

L
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Around B0 per cent
of the population or
9.5 crore do not have
access o sanitation,

: On average, four
persons live in one

TO0m-

of the population (age
10 and over) or 5.6 per
cent are illiterate.
There are onty 4.5 fe-
male literates to 100
male literaces.

ﬁ Around 66 per cent

Only 66 per cent
children of primary

school age are enrolled
In other words, 55 lac
children of primary
school age have no
schooling facilities

About 28,000 moth-
ers die due to child
birth.

About 52 per cent
of all children are mal-
nourished.

Qo =J

The foodtmport de-
pendency ratio has in-
creased from 3.6 in
1970 to 18.7 in 1987,

9

Mearly 30 per cent
or 3.7 crore people in
the country are below
the poverty line

1

These are just a few facts
based on current information
and projections. What would
be the social and economic situ-
ation if the population contin-
ues to grow at the current rate
ofaround 3 per cent perannum
or if the average of six births
perwoman of reproductiveage
continues unabated. The na-
tion aswell asindividuals should
pause and think.

Compiled by the National
Institute of Population Studies.
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